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Dear FDA:

We are writing today to bring to your attention our perspective on the rules that
have been presented to you by the Center for Science in the Public Interest relative to
pasteurization of oysters and other shellfish.

While this organization may be well intentioned, it is our strong belief that the
economic damage that these rules will inflict will be astronomical, while the health
benefits are still in question.

The shellfish industry is comprised ofpeople who own small operations. Forcing
them to comply with a mandatory pasteurization will drive many out of business. The
hardworking men and women who make their living bringing fi-esh shellfish to American
tables cannot afford the costly equipment necessary for pasteurization and cannot absorb
the lower consumer demand that will result ffom treated oysters.

Consumers should have a choice between treated oysters and fresh oysters. The
small number of people who many be at risk should heed the ample health warnings
available where fresh oysters are sold and assume their own level of personal
responsibility,

We urge you to pursue continued studies of this process - both in terms of health
implications and economic impact and, more importantly, to reject these ill conceived
rules in favor of allowing appropriate independent state and national bodies (such as
ISSC) to continue their educational and oversight activities as they have done in the past,
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